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SAAW who narrated his sayings, it means ‘may Allah be pleased 
with him.’ 
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1 - Family Crises in North America 
And Their Impact on Muslim Families 


Introduction 

h the preface of his book. The Challenge of Marriage , Dr. Rudolf 
Dmkurs analyzes the present situation of the American family, 

*j>ing: 

"Since the publication of this book, certain trends, suggested then, 
•c now a commonplace in our contemporary scene. The conflicts 
md tensions that disrupt the harmony and even threaten the 
wrvival of individual marriages have increased in frequency and 

■tensity. 

However, our American family is not disintegrating despite all 
«s shortcomings. It is true that sexual satisfaction is lacking in 
iran\ marriages; and they often fail to provide the proper 
stimulation and guidance for children to grow and mature socially, 
emotionally, and intellectually. Since these are considered as 
two crucial functions in marriage, many begin to question the 
usefulness of this institution. This seems to be unwarranted. 

We suggest that the family is not disintegrating, but it rather faced 
with a serious dilemma. It is the result of the democratic evolution 
with its concomitant process of equalization. Tradition has not 
prepared us for it. 

A ithout knowledge and skill in coping with each other in a 
democratic atmosphere, our families become a battleground, tom 
by tension, antagonisms and hostilities. Husbands and wives find 
u difficult to get along peacefully. Under the impact of the ensuing 
warfare in which the children fully participate, their marital 
relationship can often be strained to the breaking point. Instead of 
Neing an element of unification, children often become an almost 
unsolvable disrupting influence.” 
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He also emphasized the following: “In the past, men, in exclusive 
possession of political and social power, established the social 
conventions to their liking and benefit. The women had to conform 
and abide .... 

“Women now have become the arbiters and censors, the custodian 
of morals and mares, imposing their rules of 'proper conduct’ on 
men and on society as a whole. Today the wives complain that 
their husbands don’t behave properly, in a socially accepted 
way. They either are too passive, aloof, and withdrawn, or too 
aggressive and domineering. This desire of women to be perfect, 
to be right, leaves neither husbands nor children to be good 
enough. An increasing number of boys grow up with the mistaken 
conviction that in order to be a real man, one has to be ‘bad’ or 
fight. 

American women try so hard to be ‘good’. One has to define what 
this goodness means. It is no longer purity, chastity, and virtue, 
traditionally expected and demanded from women. Women don’t 
want necessarily to be chaste; they want to be proper. Being 
proper, socially correct, becomes a widely accepted idea for 
women. 

The sexual mares for this country will greatly depend on the 
attitude and conventions that women will develop and establish. At 
the present time, they either try to impose on men the demand for 
fidelity and chastity, previously only required from women; or they 
arrogate to themselves the same license and sexual freedom that 
men enjoyed through out the ages. 

Another trend that has become more pronounced is the 
emancipation of children. It is becoming increasingly obvious that 
adults have lost their power and authority over children, who have 
gained a sense of freedom and self-determination. However, while 
children become free to do as they decide, they often don’t develop 
a sense of responsibility. Freedom without responsibility can be a 
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•■■wderable social threat. Many parents become permissive, out of 
• ■■cere desire not to be autocratic. 

Otar cultural inability to live with each other as equals, is 
■M painfully felt in our closest relationship, in marriage. The 
tatatfuMon and vacillation is merely the result of democratic 
I^Mges, of our grouping for a new relationship, which eventually 
•d he based on equal status for all.” 

A fevi crucial points can be deducted from the above analysis: 

• The family institution in North America is faced with a 
serious dilemma. 

• There is a continuous power struggle between the two 
genders to dictate the social convention of the society. 
Whichever gender group has the opportunity to develop 
and establish such conventions does so for its own 
benefit and liking. In the past, it was men, and now, it is 
women. 

• Equal status for all is the answer for social stability, 
peace, and harmony within the family. 

• The disintegration of family is having very serious 
effects on children’s behaviors. Of course, these 
effects all lead in the wrong direction. To put it in 
Dr’s Dreikurs words, these new behaviors are a 
“considerable social threat.” This is clearly seen 
in popular teen culture, which is characterized, by 
individualism, physical indulgence, and complete 
lack of respect for authority, to mention just a few 
characteristics. 



( anadian Statistics 

Vcording to the Canadian Press, the latest census numbers from 
Statistics Canada suggest that the 2001 Canadian census shows that 
the word traditional no longer describes the universal ideal for 
families in metropolitan areas or in Canada as a whole. 
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“The proportion of so-called traditional families - married couples 
with children - has declined in Halifax over the last five years, 
according to information from the 2001 census released yesterday. 
This mirrors the national trend. 

The latest census figures show that married couples with children 
account for 37.6 per cent of the 100,650 families in Halifax, down 
from 42.3 per cent in the 1996 census. Married couples with no 
children in 2001 represented 33.4 per cent of total families, while 
in 1996 it was 31.7 per cent. 

Couples in common-law relationships in Halifax make up a higher 
proportion of families compared to the last census. The number of 
common-law couples with no children was 8.2 per cent in 2001, 
compared to 6.8 per cent in the 1996 census. Common-law couples 
with children represent 4.3 per cent of all families, compared to 3.5 
per cent from five years ago. A total of 16.6 per cent of Halifax 
families were lone-parent families. 

The new census data also lists 510 same-sex families in Halifax 
(0.51 per cent of total families). 

On a national level, the census indicates the composition of the 
Canadian family structure continues to diversify. 

The new data shows that married couples with children account for 
37.4 per cent of Canadian families, a decrease from 41.3 per cent 
in 1996. Married couples without children make up 33.1 per cent 
of the families, up from 32.4 per cent. There is an increase in the 
number of common-law couples, with or without children (13.8 
per cent from 11.7 per cent). The number of lone-parent families 
accounts for 15.7 per cent while same-sex couples account for 0.41 
per cent of all Canadian families. 

Statistics Canada says there are several known factors behind the 
changing numbers: fertility rates are lower, couples are delaying 
having children and more just aren’t having children at all. In 
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ion. Canadians are living longer so couples have more of their 
•o spend together as empty-nesters after raising their children, 
marital or common-law breakups often create two smaller 

eholds. 


Scotia and Quebec have the highest proportions of older 
e in Canada. Nova Scotia’s median age rose to 38.8 years 
33.4 between 1 996 and 200 1 . 


Mora Scotia has the lowest proportion of couples with kids living 
«ht*me in the country, which is linked to the older population. 

The proportion of couples without children under 25 at home rose 
■M3 percent in 2001 from 39 in 1996.” 5 


■he major newspaper of the nation’s capital, The Ottawa Citizen, 
•f October 23 rd , 2002 reported the following: 

‘Canadians appear wedded to relationships even though the 
■■Jtitution of marriage continues to slip in popularity, according to 
Ac latest census numbers from Statistics Canada, which, for the 
fr-M time, counted same-sex couples living together. 


The agency released data yesterday on Canadian families and 
households that show the traditional family grouping of mom, pop 
«h 1 the two kids had been overtaken by 2001 by an aging 
population and a dramatic shift in living arrangements. 

Sime-sex, common-law partners were only a tiny slice of the 
shifting scene, accounting for 0.5 per cent of all Canadian couples. 

The data say households consisting of four or more people — what 
»e once thought of as the typical family — had shrunk to one in 
four in 2001, as opposed to one in three two decades earlier. 


* The Canadian Press, October 23 rd , 2002 
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